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The film follows the life of three young
girls from Vietnam who land up in Japan
as illegal migrant workers, sorting fish
in the tough environment of the snow
area by the sea. Still in their twenties,
they demonstrate remarkable resilience,
humility, courage and quiet self-sacrifice
on their mission to support their families
back home and maybe - one day - to earn
better lives for themselves.

The protagonist Phuong (Hoang Phuong)
is facing a difficult choice and with the
help of her friends, and co-workers An
(Huynh Tuyet Anh) and Nhu (Quynh Nhu)
reconciles with what has to be done.

In this rare cinematic collaboration
between Japan and Vietnam social
problems such as migrant labour and
Japan’s ageing demographics are explored
on personal level. According to IMDb, the
director Akio Fujimoto came up with the
idea for the movie when approached by a
woman who was going through a similar
situation.

The story in Along the Sea is in no
rush to develop, allowing the audience to
thoroughly feel the experience. Inviting the
viewer to the backstage of the fish trade,
the picture has an almost documentary

taste about it, with shaky handheld close-
ups and muted colours. The camera dwells
for prolonged intervals on uneventful
scenes of everyday routine, getting the
audience to share a ride on the metro, an
ultrasound examination, a lonely bowl of
soup spiced with bitter and silent thoughts.

The drama is kept low-key without direct
tragedy; the overall somber mood has its
lighter moments coming from the attitude
of mutual support the girls share. At some
point it becomes clear that the depicted
hardship actually is the better lot the
heroines have chosen for themselves out
of all available options. Their shack is cold
and managers are strict, but things used
to be worse; there is no villain or torturer
as such to point out and defeat personally.
The audience is unobtrusively invited to
think of larger issues and what should be
done about them.

Along the Sea premiered at the San
Sebastian FF 2020 in the New Directors
Competition, and also screened at Tokyo
IFF 2020 which had no competition this
year. Fujimoto’s previous work, 2017 debut
feature “Passage of Life” (Boku no kaeru
basho, Japan-Myanmar), also dedicated
to migrant labour issues, went to over

30 festivals and was well received. This
social drama about a migrant Burmese
family living in Tokyo with no visa was
nominated to Best Youth Feature Film
at Asia Pacific Screen Awards 2018 and
collected a number of awards including
the Best Asian Future Film Award and
Spirit of Asia Award at Asian Future
Section (Tokyo IFF 2017), CinemAsia FF
2018 Best Performer Award, Bangkok
Asean FF2018 Special Jury Award,
Jogja Jakarta NETPAC FF 2018 GEBAR
Award. Like “Along the Sea”, the director’s
previous title was produced by Kazutaka
Watanabe.

Along the Sea

Japan, Vietnam

CIFF Section: International Panorama
Director: Akio Fujimoto

Screenplay: Akio Fujimoto

Cast: Hoang Phuong, Huynh Tuyet Anh,
Quynh Nhu, Dinh Do, Tran Huu Huynh,
Aya Utsuno

Duration: 88 mins

Screening times: Thursday 3 December
at 1pm, Odeon 2 Cinema;

Saturday 5 December at 9.30pm, Cairo
Opera House small hall
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Under The Open Sky

i By Amina Abdel-Halim

Celebrated Japanese  director Miwa
Nishikawa’s Under the Open Sky paints a
stunningly humane portrait of an ex-convict’'s
tumultuous road to redemption. Newly released
from a decade-long prison sentence, middle-
aged Masao Mikami (Koji Yakusho) seeks
to reintegrate into society, leave behind the
criminal world, and lead a law-abiding life.

The protagonist is a deeply flawed yet utterly
sympathetic character. On several occasions
throughout the film, Masao is asked whether
he feels remorse for his crimes. Each time the
camera closes up on the reformed criminal’s
stern features, as he fails to offer any response.
His lack of guilt, however, does not equal a lack
of conscience. Masao abides by a strict code of
conduct, one he claims to have inherited from
the yakuza (Japanese criminal organization)
to which he belonged. An angry streak and
quick temper stand in the way of his social
rehabilitation, but these less than desirable
traits only ever manifest in the face of injustice.

There is no shortage of injustice in Masao’s
world. Even after his release, the character

cannot seem to break free from the woes of
his past. Finding a job proves difficult, and is
rendered all the more so by the “inmate records”
which the prison passes on to other public
agencies without the prisoner’s knowledge
or permission. Though he has served his
time, Masao’s neighbors, social workers, and
acquaintances all continue to ostracize him.
Even the simplest of interactions bears the
tension of past wrongdoings, artfully rendered
through tight frames and prolonged close-ups.

In the protagonist’s own words, “it’s hard to
fit into society, you're treated like an outcast
and, before you know it, you’re back to your
old ways.” And indeed, soon enough, a phone
call carried over a series of grandiose aerial
shots announces his grim inner struggle and
impending return to crime. Recording Masao’s
downfallis TV director Tsunoda (Taiga Nakano),
who hopes to turn the ex-criminal’s journey into
a sensational TV show. Their beneficial alliance
soon turns to genuine friendship, through
which the characters slowly relearn the value
of freedom.

Though deeply rooted in Japanese culture,
Under the Open Sky addresses universal
questions of justice, freedom, and redemption.
Can a lifelong criminal be redeemed? Is
the burden of crime on the criminal or the
harsh disparities plaguing our societies?
Nishikawa’s film never claims to bring definite
answers to these questions, but opens a
myriad of pathways for thoughtful exploration.

Under The Open Sky

Japan

CIFF Section: Official Competition
Director: Miwa Nishikawa

Screenplay: Miwa Nishikawa, based on the
novel by Ryuzo Saki

Cast: Koji Yakusho, Taiga Nakano, Masami
Nagasawa

Duration: 126 minutes

Screening times: Thursday 3 December at
3.15pm, Cairo Opera House main hall;
Friday 4 December at 10pm, Odeon 1
Cinema
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Andromeda Galaxy tracks Shpetim, an Albanian mechanic,
on his desperate quest for a better life for him and his teenage
daughter. The film is by a Kosovo filmmaker More Raga and had
its world premiere at the Sarajevo Film Festival 2020 where it was
nominated for the Best Film award.

The story is set in Kosovo, a disputed state in southeastern
Europe which declared its independency from Serbia in 2008. It
borders North Macedonia from the south and Hungary from the
east.

The situation doesn’t look promising for Shpetim, 52, who hasn’t
been working for a while, and is unable to get a job. On top of that,
he has to host his daughter who is back from an orphanage which
ran out of financial aid.

The system is corrupt and inefficient. After all, Shpetim isn’t that
old; he is still in good shape and brains. But he is left with tough
choices: sell a kidney or risk an illegal migration.

With all those challenges, Raga doesn’t leave his character
without hope, directing us towards an intangible escape world,
one found in the Andromeda Galaxy, the closest galaxy to ours.
He knows the film is a brain teaser for his somewhat educated
daughter, hoping they will bond.

Shpetim also finds comfort in a friendly relationship with a
prostitute whose living conditions and struggle he can relate to.

The director seems to be questioning the presence of God’s
justice and equality on earth, while at the same time trying to keep
faith, in a country marked by exodus.

The film is a classic portrayal of struggle created by economic
hardship that can push one to become an outcast. Yet, it also offers
an insight into the world we are less familiar with. Andromeda
Galaxy becomes a reminder that norm and fair aren’t concepts that

necessarily go together.

Shpetim is portrayed by Sunaj Raca, who is also the film’s
producer and father of the director More Raca. It is not the first
time that Sunaj Raga plays in his daughter’s movies as well as in
numerous short films by other directors. Both, father and daughter
are in big part drawn to the films which tackle the impact of the
Kosovo war on Albanians, while Raca junior also explores gender
equality in her work.

That father and daughter bond is one found in Andromeda
Galaxy. More Raca described this connection in an interview
with Variety commenting on her film’s protagonists that “their
relationship as father and daughter is built on very small things.
They do everything they can...to find happiness, even in hard
times. For me, it was very important to show these kinds of small
moments.”

More Raga has directed three short films and won several awards,
including the Glocal in Progress Award San Sebastian International
Film Festival for this film and the Special Jury Award at the Cairo
International Film Festival for her film titled She in 2016.

France, Kosovo, Spain, ltaly, Republic of North Macedonia
CIFF Section: International Critics’ Week Competition
Director: More Raca

Screenplay: More Raca

Cast: Sunaj Raca, Julinda Emiri, Elda Jashari, Avni Dalipi
Duration: 80 mins

Screening times: Thursday 3 December at 6pm, Cairo Opera
House small hall;

Friday 4 December at 10pm, Odeon 2 Cinema
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nis Is My Desire

= By Maria K.

Twin brothers, twin stories: in this feature
debut by brothers Arie and Chuko Esiri the
lives of the two main characters run parallel,
never really crossing. However, their routes
lie through the same landscape of modern-
day Lagos, in the same direction - to fulfill the
desire to emigrate to Europe for a better life.

Events run slightly different for the electrician
Mofe (Jude Akuwudike) with his man’s
responsibilities, and the hairdresser Rosa (Temi
Ami-Williams) in her struggle as a lonely girl.
At the end of the day they both have to come
to terms with reality and reassess their values
and aims. Both lives that we get a sneak peek
into remind us that even in a downtrodden,
money-thirsty, dog-eat-dog environment one
always has a choice to remain human.

Thisis My Desireisnotaregularentertainment
from the video film-era Nollywood. The new
wave of Nigerian cinema is gaining momentum,
enhanced by bigger budgets, larger crews and
international quality of production. Here is an
example of it: a film fully financed by Nigerian
investors.

Director Arie Esiri has a Masters of Fine
Arts from Columbia University in New York; he
names the ltalian neorealist director Vittorio
de Sica as a major source of inspiration.
Scriptwriter and director Chuko Esiri has a
Masters in Fine Arts from New York University.
Dividing their life between Lagos and New
York, in their work the directors demonstrate
both a strong connection to their roots and
fluency in contemporary aesthetic expression.

For Jude Akuwudike (Mofe), a Nigerian-
born actor, educated and working in England,
This is My Desire is his first film in his native
country. Classy photography directed by
Arseni Khachaturan captures the charm of
Nigeria’s largest, most populous city on 16mm
film, navigating 48 areas of Lagos, from slums
and streets to luxury villas and hotels.

Premiering at the 70th Berlin International
Film Festival, the film was nominated for Best
First Feature, drawing international attention to
new cinema of Nigeria. During 2020, It Is My
Desire made a noticeable appearance in over
a dozen of festivals worldwide and was listed

among the nominees of Torino Film Festival,

IndieLisboa International Independent Film
Festival and Valladolid International Film
Festival. At Sao Paulo International Film

Festival, the film was awarded Best Fiction prize
in New Directors competition. In November,
the film secured the Cine+ Distribution Help
Award at the 35th Entrevues Film Festival in
Belfort, France.

This is My Desire

Nigeria

CIFF Section: International Panorama
Directors: Arie Esiri, Chuko Esiri
Screenplay: Chuko Esiri

Cast: Jude Akuwudike, Temi Ami-Williams,
Cynthia Ebijie, Jacob Alexander, Toyin
Oshinaike, Tomiwa Edun, Chioma ‘Chigul’
Omeruah

Duration: 116 minutes

Screening times: Thursday 3 December at
12.30pm, Cairo Opera House small hall;
Saturday 5 December at 10.30pm, Hanager
Theatre
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42nd Cairo International Film
Festival at a glance

The 42nd edition of the Cairo International Film
Festival (CIFF) opened amid strict precautionary
measures, and in accordance to the requirements
presented by the Egyptian ministry of health
and the World Health Organization.

Presided over by the renowned Egyptian
producer and screenwriter, Mohamed
Hefzy, the festival features 84 films
including 16 titles that will mark their world
and international premieres in Cairo.

The festival’'s International Competition encompasses
three titles marking their world premiere, including, Mo Er
Dao Ga (China) by director Jinling Cao, German Lessons
(Bulgaria) by Pavel G. Vesnakov and Curfew (Egypt) by Amir
Ramses.

Horizons of Arab Cinema section features two world
premieres; the documentary On the Fence (Egypt) by
Nesrine El Zayat, and Had El Tar (KSA) by Abdelaziz Al
Shlahei. Another international premiere is Autumn of the
Apples (Morocco) by director Mohamed Mouftaker.

The Special Screenings section features the world
premiere of TV Society (Lebanon) by Robert Cremona and
the international premiere of A Siege Diary (Russia) by
Andrei Zeitsev.

In the Midnight Screenings, the world premiering film
is Sideshow (UK) by Adam Oldroyd while in Panorama
Special, Back to Wharf (China) by Li Xiaofeng.

In Cinema of Tomorrow, three short films have their
world premieres: The Man Who Swallowed the Radio
(Egypt) by director Yasser Shafaei; | Bit My Tongue
(Tunisia, France) by Nina Khada; and Sara Mesfer’s
The Girls Who Burned the Night (KSA). This section also
showcase three international premieres, namely: Isabel
(Cuba) by Egyptian director Sara Shazly; The Red Spiral
(Venezuela) Lorena Colmenares; and Kurchatov (Russia)
by Alexander Korolev.

In cooperation with the Italian Cultural Institute, the
festival holds a special program ‘Hundred Years of Fellini’.
Celebrating the maestro of Italian cinema, director Federico
Fellini, the CIFF screens a number of his masterworks:
Juliet of the Spirits, La Dolce Vita, 8%, and Nights of
Cabiria. Also the festival presents the MENA premiere of
Fellini Of The Spirits by Anselma Dell’Olio.

This year, the festival honors Egyptian actress Mona
Zaki with Faten Hamama Award for Excellence. Egyptian
screenwriter Waheed Hamed and British playwright,
screenwriter, and film director Christopher Hampton are
awarded the Golden Pyramid Honorary Award. The awards
are given to prominent film figures for their contribution to
enrich the cinematographic art.

The festival will hold the 3rd edition of Cairo Industry Days
between 4 and 7 December, shedding light on a number
of industrial film and TV-related issues and featuring
prominent names from the Arab world as well as worldwide.
Cairo Industry Days is the industry platform that had

been launched in partnership with the Arab Cinema

Centre during the CIFF’s 40th edition (2018).

The platform provides an important space for

discussions, networking, meetings, workshops,

masterclasses, and partnership opportunities
between Arab talents and regional or
international key industry professionals to
further support Arab Cinema.

JURY MEMBERS
The International Competition
Jury President: Russian Director and scriptwriter
Alexander Sokurov.
Jury Members: An award-winning Brazilian
filmmaker, screenwriter, and visual artist Karim
Ainouz; renowned German director Burhan
Qurbani; Egyptian producer, and the CEO of
Misr International Films Gaby Khoury; award-
winning Egyptian actress Lebleba; Mexican
multi-award-winning film, television, and
theatre actress and writer Naian Gonzalez
Norvind; Palestinian filmmaker and
producer Najwa Najjar.

Horizons of Arab Cinema
Jury Members: Egyptian actress Yosra El-
Lozy; Emirati director and producer Ali Mostafa;
Lebanese actress, writer, and director Zeina
Daccache.

Critics Week

Jury Members: Serbian director Ivan Iki¢;
Egyptian actor Mohamed Farrag; Palestinian
Jordanian journalist and film critic.

Cinema of Tomorrow-International
Competition for Short Films
Jury Members: A film programmer and director
from Switzerland Tizian Biichi; Egyptian actress
Riham Abdel-Ghafour; Tunisian multi-award-
winning actress, also director and producer
Anissa Daoud.

Best Arab Film

Jury Members: Moroccan director and writer

Mochine Besri; Sudanese director and producer
Mohammed Al-Omda; Palestinian director and
producer May Odeh

FIPRESCI Award

Jury Members: Egyptian film critic and researcher
Yacout Deeb; A Ukrainian journalist and film critic
Elena Rubashevska; a critic, writer, editor, and
producer from Sweden, Anders E. Larsson.
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others’ hearts with passion and joy,” Nassrallah
added.

Presenting the Faten Hamama Excellence
Award to prominent film figures for their
contribution to enrich the cinematographic
art, the former holder of the award Menna
Shalaby took the stage announcing: “This
year’s award goes to a star who opened doors
for many actors of her generation and who
inspired many with her roles: Mona Zaki.”
Accepting the prize, Zaki asserted that as a
teenager when she was an amateur theatre
actress, she often attended the CIFF. She
added that it is a great honour to be awarded
a prize carrying the name of the legendary
actress Faten Hamama.

“l am also extremely happy to be honoured
in the same edition that gives an award to
Waheed Hamed, a veteran scriptwriter from
whom | benefited a lot,” Zaki said adding that
she also benefited from all her colleagues and

INTERNATIONAL
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every cinema worker she got the chance to
share a location with.

The opening ceremony also saw the honouring
of the British writer and director Christopher
Hampton with the Golden Pyramid for Lifetime
Achievement Award.

Hampton who as a child spent several years
of his life in Alexandria dedicated his award to
Egypt. “l began in Egypt, in Alexandria. And my
school and English teacher asked us to write
plays and perform. Those were my first steps
as a playwright.”

“My father used to take me to the cinema
to watch films. | love this country and | am
very happy to come back here,” he added.
The festival ended with the honouring of the
scriptwriting heavyweight Waheed Hamed
whose filmography testifies to his excellent
talent in historicizing Egypt’s social and political
life in cinema, TV, and radio.

Sherif Arafa, the former holder of the award,

invited Hamed to the stage. It is worth adding
that both, Hamed and Arafa collaborated on
several masterpieces in the 1990s.

Hamed thanked the audience as they are “the
true film lovers.” He also thanked all the staff,
crews, actors, writers, directors, and producers
who worked with him.

He also paid tribute to the late CIFF artistic
director Youssef Cherif Rizkallah, whom
according to Hamed had a great impact in
his professional career by introducing him to
international  festivals.

The opening ceremony ended with the
screening of British-French film The Father
directed by Florian Zeller, in its first screening
in the Arab world and Africa. The film stars an
English Oscar-winning actress Olivia Coleman
and Anthony Hopkins, one of the most
prominent actors in the world, and the winner
of the highest awards, among them Oscar and
BAFTA.



to hold the Cairo Industry Days.”

Hefzy promised the Cairo audience to present
an outstanding program, indicating that this year
the programming team managed to include 84
films of the latest and mostimportant productions
of year 2020. He also praised the Cairo Forum
Cinema, which this year exceeds USD 250
thousand to fund future cinema projects.
Hefzy said that the team prides itself for hosting
200 international guests despite the travel
restrictions worldwide. He also honoured an
Egyptian director Sameh Alaa who scooped
the top prize at the Cannes Film Festival.
The filmmaker’s latest work titled | Am Afraid
to Forget Your Face won the Best Short Film
Palme D’Or Award.

The ceremony then screened a video
showing recorded solidarity messages from
the executives of three of the world’s top film
festivals -- Cannes, Berlin, and Venice --
asserting support for Hefzy, the CIFF team, and
the cinema audience in Egypt.

“You are brave to hold the edition,” Thierry
Frémaux, the director of the Cannes Film
Festival said in the video. Meanwhile, Carlo
Chatrian, the artistic director of the Berlin
International Film Festival wished the audience
a great experience. Finally, Alberto Barbera, the
director of the Venice International Film Festival
ended the edited video with the words “Long
live cinema.”

Egypt’s Culture Minister Ines Abdel Dayem
inaugurated the festival asserting the
importance of arts and cinema in the lives of

peoples all over the world. “For months, arts,
including cinema, have succeeded in being an
outlet for people, after the COVID19- pandemic
imposed sudden house arrest on the world.”

She said that in this edition “films will be
accompanied by Egypt’s guests from various
countries, in a civilized scene that confirms that
life will eventually triumph.”

Abdel Dayem praised the Egyptian
government for choosing “to become up for the
challenge of returning life to its normal pace with
a full commitment to applying precautionary
measures required by the Egyptian Ministry of
Health and the World Health Organization.”

The opening ceremony later unfolded the
special programs this year. As 2020 is Fellini
year, since Federico Fellini was born on the 20th
January 1920 in Rimini, ltaly, This centenary
has become a kind of ltaly-wide party that will
be celebrated for the entire year with numerous
events and festivals.

Joining the course of several festivals and
institutions, CIFF will hold a retrospective
to honour the late ltalian cinema veteran.
Egyptian director Yousry Nassrallah
remembered how his journey as a fan
of Fellini started when he was a child.
Nassrallah asserted that Fellini created
exceptional characters and also gave inspiration
for- and also intimidated a lot of directors, and
this due to his daring and brave tackling of
everyday life.

“Fellini never shied to portray the secrets of
his family, his love and fears. He filled my and
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More than 84 films from 40 countries to he screened
in the favorite marathon for Gairo’s cinema goers

été By Adham Youssef

The 42nd edition of the Cairo International
Film Festival kicked off on Wednesday night,
acting as one of the few global cinema events
to take place this year amid the coronavirus
pandemic. Asserting the importance of arts
and especially cinema, the ten-day marathon
gathering film lovers from Egypt, the Arab
world, and international audience, defies
the pandemic and the several challenges it
imposed on the film industry all over the globe.
Inside the legendary Cairo Opera House,
journalists and photographers gathered to
interview and take pictures of the celebrities
who attended the red carpet, combining several

local and international stars in several artistic
fields.

The festival’s opening ceremony was hosted
by a prominent Egyptian actor and comedian
Ashraf Abdel Baky who began the ceremony
by presenting a standup comedy sarcastically
shedding light on the lives of members of the
cinema industry during the pandemic.

Abdel Baky invited an Egyptian superstar
Tamer Hosny to join him on stage who later
also performed a song in tribute of the cinema
industry

The festival’'s president Mohamed Hefzy
underscored his will to hold this edition of

CIFF as well as to help return life to normal, to
the reality before the pandemic which halted
film and TV productions in the country, and
led to the closure of many cinema houses.
Hefzy praised the Egyptian state for its
determination to “bring life to its normal pace.”
He also thanked the ministries of Culture and
Tourism for their support.

He expressed his happiness with what the
festival’s team had accomplished. “Despite the
great pressures and challenges imposed by the
pandemic and the challenges of holding the
festival in these times, we were able to provide
excellent films from all over the world and also
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