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Major Deals Expected in the Coming Days

3,000 Visitors on Production Market's 4th Day

For the fourth consecutive
day, the Production Market
continues to attract

those interested in the
cinema sector and those
looking for financing
opportunities to support
their projects, whether pre-
or postproduction, especially
after the opening of new
communication channels in
the 10th edition of the festival
between filmmakers, funding
parties, and production
companies.

Exceptional

accomplishment

A new precedent was witnessed
yesterday, Sunday, as the figures
of the Production Market visitors
from opening its doors in the
afternoon until its closure at the
end of the day reached three
thousand. Many  observers
suggest that this large number
indicates the significance of
the Production Market for all
workers in the field. Especially
since many visitors come to
the festival specifically to seek
funding opportunities for their
projects, expectations indicate
that the next two days will
witness a number of bilateral

deals between filmmakers and

key stakeholders in production
and financing. In addition to the
Production Market's grant of
750,000 Saudi Riyals, an initial
announcement of one million
Saudi Riyals has been made to
support
However, all indications suggest
that the amount will increase to
over two million Saudi Riyals with
the festival countdown.

It is worth noting that the

competing  entries.

jury of the Production Market

Competition reviewed all the

nominated projects over the past
two days, spending more than six
hours reviewing them. Thirteen
long film projects and seventeen

short film projects were reviewed.
Bouchoucha:
Simplicity makes

sSuccess

The head of the Production
Market competition jury, Tunisian
producer Dora Bouchoucha,
affirmed to "Saafa" that the leap
that Saudi cinema is undergoing
deserves commendation. "We are
delighted to see this cinematic
momentum and appreciate those
workingonit,andwe seethatitwill
yield many success stories soon,"
she added: "Personally, during my
screenings of Saudi films, | came
across many remarkable films,
and | assume that the true quality

of films will improve year after
year in line with the proportionate
amount of support and care that
the filmmakers receive in this
stage."

Bouchoucha pointed out that
Saudi filmmakers must consider
simplicity when implementing
their work. "Good work imposes
itself without the need for
excessive costs. Worldwide, we
find that the most successful
films are relatively inexpensive,"
she added: "l give this advice to
those who work and engage in
the field. As well as to those still
waiting for support, | say to all:
Move forward, try, and be simple
until you achieve success."

saudifilmfestival.org
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Indian Cinema: Long History
and Hidden Wonders

Report by: Abeer Al-Deeb

Entertainment has a prestigious place in the Indian subcontinent.

To the observer, millions of Indians have held a fascination for

magic shows, acrobatics, theatre, and other visual displays for

hundreds of years. Despite the diversity of languages, traditions,

occupation, war history, and population density that characterize

the Indian circumstances, none of this has prevented Indians from

capturing the flash of the Lumiere brothers, launched in 1895. The

following year, Lumiere and Robert Paul's films were shown in

India's capital city, Mumbai.

The First Production
Company

The Indians had bet economically
on the film industry at an early
stage. Three years after the
first film show in Mumbai, the
brothers Herlal and Motilal Sen
established the Royal Bioscope
Company as India's first film
company, producing movies
generally taken from classic
theatre performed
Films appeared alternating with
theater performances, and when
Sen started making his films

in Kolkata.

regularly, they were scenes from
stage productions in classical
The
produced was "Ali Baba and the
Forty Thieves"(1903), which was
based on an original traditional

theaters. longest  film

play again.
Sen also presented many local
reportages, newsreels, and

advertisements, as well as special
shows for members of the
aristocracy. With the introduction
of new filmmaking ventures to the
market, Royal Bioscope's fortunes
dwindled, with production halting
in 1913. However, the first movie
theatre was opened in Kolkata in
1907.

The Founding Father

of Indian Cinema

In 1917, the filmmaker Dada
Saheb Phalke (30 April 1870 - 16
February 1944), considered the
legitimate father of Indian film as
we know it today, established the
Hindustan Film Company. Phalke
produced the first long feature

film in India and initiated a vast
line of thriving Indian cinema
productions (known primarily
through Bollywood productions).
He experimented with various
special effects, usually relying

upon classic legends and
still photography effects. He
delighted the audience and

genuinely promoted cinema in
India. His first production was the
silent movie Shri Pundalik (1912).
Among his other successful
films were Lanka Dahan (1917),
Satyavan Savitri (1918), Shahjehan
(1920) and Shakuntala (1920).
Phalke's contribution to Indian
cinema was duly recognized by
the Indian government, which
established the  Dadasaheb
Phalke Award in 1969, the highest
and most prestigious award in
Indian cinema, which is awarded
at the annual National Film
Awards ceremony by the Indian
Directorate of Film Festivals.

Bollywood Studios

After Phalke, the banner was taken
up by the businessman J.F. Madan,
who established the Elphinstone
Bioscope Company, then merged
it with Madan Theaters, and
expanded to own 127 cinemas for
film and music shows, procuring
state-of-the-art technology from
the French company "Pathy."
Among the best-known films he
produced was Ratnavali in 1922,
an adaptation of Bankim Chandra
Chatterjee's work, and the 1929
Jeevan Naiyya, an adaptation
of the Nobel laureate and
philosopher Tagore's works. The

L1

Golden era of studios eventually
started after the Indian Films
Company, the first film studio
in South India, was established
in 1916. Sound films appeared
with the release of Alam Ara,
directed by Ardeshir Irani, in 1931.
Indian films were soon making
a significant impact outside the
country. Sant Tukaram, directed
by V. Damle and Sheikh Fattelal,
was selected for the Venice Film
Festival in 1937 the first Indian
film to feature in an international
festival. With the introduction of
musical and dance performances
and the inspiration of stories from
Indian culture and mythology,
Indian cinema reached a stage
where it could compete with
Hollywood in form and substance.
It attracted a broad audience
within India and worldwide.

The era of box

office stars
In the 1950s,
independence in

India's
the

after
1947,

saudifilmfestival.org

concept of box office stars
emerged, where directors in this
phase focused on the actor as a
fundamental element of the film's
success. Among the most famous
faces that gained popularity
during this period are Dilip Kumar,
Dev Anand, and Raj Kapoor. This
led to a commercial film wave,
presenting social and romantic
themes while preserving the
cultural and historical heritage. In
1955, director and writer Satyajit
Ray won critical acclaim with his
film "Pather Panchali: Song of
the Little Road" starring Kanu
Banerjee, receiving the National
Film Award for Best Feature
Film in 1955 and the Best Human
Document Award at the 1956
Cannes Film Festival. Many critics
consider this film a quantum leap
in the history of Indian Cinema.
Inthe 1970s, the term "Bollywood"
emerged as a reference to the
cinema of Mumbai, where the
Urdu language was used to give
the films a national character away
from local languages and dialects.
However, films that used Tamil,
Bengali, and Malayalam languages
still enjoyed widespread
popularity.

Finally, addressing the wealth of
India's diverse cinematic history
would require many more pages.
However, this summary may
encourage readers to seek out
and discover more of Indian
cinema's worlds and hidden
wonders.
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Diaspora, disintegration, the
waving of life from under the
barrels of death, the photographic
flashback of massacres that made
the universe a new "Guernica”, is
the diary of an eye that roams the
streets and alleys of the burning
vision, in snapshots and images
thatdistinguishits hell,images that
stone the world with their horror,
and make the history of cinema
faces great embarrassmentin how
to deal with the camera in Gaza
and beyond.

There is a question we must ask
now: How will we deal with the art
of cinema in depicting the world
through the eyes of a child staring
at the moment? Under cement
blocks that suddenly collapsed
on his head, he found himself
being carried in the hands of one
of the rescuers ... A camera with
which we monitor the stages of
the extinction of the humanity
of existence, and it seems to me
that only in Gaza a person can
be transformed into a portable
camera.

The eventswe seeinthe daily news
- as a description of the horror of
what is happening there - can be
called «Guernica Cinema». What
is striking is that in this cinema
there is no spectator except the
death that hidden in eyes waiting
to freeze from the horror of
the disaster. It is the cinema of

The Camera is Gaza .. Debris
Cinema Manifesto

welcoming a screen curtain that is
equallyconsumed bythe blackness
of fear and the whiteness of the
smoke of phosphorus containers,
from under the debris of which
beneath it the existence kicks with
legendary horror. So, what will be
the reaction of the film director
and the photographer’s camera,
as they watch the collapse of
that civilization of images, which
Godard bet on its sovereignty
in the future, and that it would
become a mythical language
instead of the language itself, is
Godard’s vision still effective? Or
are there changes that must be
paid attention to, if we accept the
mythology of what we are seeing
in Gaza, does this mean that we
have entered the post-image
stage? What comes after it but a
burning, explosive, and leprous
image in which we discover the
tragedy of the eye, as happened in
«The Pianist» by Roman Polanski.
What distinguishes cinema from
other forms of creativity is that it
is an «art of depths» and invisible
impossibilities, in  which the
camera dives into the abyss to
discover its not secret movement
in the nerves of time represented
by the three shocks (past, present,
future), which makes it an eternal
document, and an extended
archive with human crises and
their connection to each other.

Sincere the narratives of the
plague, through the Spanish fever,
all the way to Covid 19, cinema is in
the presence of mirrors that does
not fade away, and whose flame
never fade.

We have learned from the movie
camera not to get emotional to
accidents, but to react calmly and
with strict observation to what
is transient and to to is specific.
The more severe the horror of the
disaster, the more we must deal
with the camera with the mystery
of that eye staring at God from
under the debris. Eternal cinema
is like the films of Tarkovsky, Fellini,
Jarmusch, Kiarostam and others
like them, directors of existential
anxiety, need an abyssal eye, an eye
that recognizes the silence of the
helpless, waiting time, and it is in
this horizon alone that the poetics
of cinema are achieved. Likewise,
betting on the necessity of cinema
in our time, and spreading film
culture, is essentially an attempt to
poetize the world and visually feel
the cavernous feeling. In light of
this, the “Saudi Film Festival” can
be considered an echo of that cry
emanating from “"Debris Cinema,”
and a fervent wave of a hand that
is stilldrawing in the air a picture of
an absent peace.
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Conversations with the wind

At the initiative of the Cinema Society,
the Saudi Cinema Encyclopedia
launches a program that aims to
publish 100 books during its first year,
which begins in May 2024,

Among the various cinematic releases
this year, Egyptian filmmaker and
writer Hossam Alwan presents us
with a translation of the book “Irrfan
- Conversations with the Wind,"
prepared by Anup Singh, who s
considered the companion of Irfan
Khan, the late Indian actor, in 2020.

Biography of Irfan
The book is a brief history of the life of

This year's package also includes
a book presented by film writer
Maher Mansour entitled “Plot
Pillars - The Innate Basis for Building
a Story,” in which he addresses the
most important points that make
the narrative components a good
screenplay.

The innate bases of narrative
At the beginning of his book,
Mansour points out the most
important common features that
must be present in any narrative
structure, which form the innate
bases of the narrative, which
are: character and conflict, the
boundaries of the conflict, the
boundaries of the story, the
boundaries of the scenario, and
the chain of dramatic action, within
which the previous elements work
together, Mansour summarizes
this series, citing the form of the

Irrfan Khan, and it can - so to speak -
beincludedin the category of novelist
biographies, as its author says in the
introduction: “This is Irrfan whose
memory | hope to revive... Perhaps
the scraps and excerpts that | was
able to write for the first time, would
have remained as it was, as scattered
fragments to relieve my isolation, if
one day Amarjit Chandan, the great
Punjabi poet, had not suddenly called
me and told me that he had read some
texts that | had shared with friends,
That | should remember more, keep
writing, and that it is a responsibility
I must fulfill”

danll dapel
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dramatic structure according to
Aristotle, saying, “(a cause) leads
to (an effect that is the cause) of
(result). The previous linguistic
structure embodied the simple
mental perception of the dramatic
action chain that forms the
backbone of the innate narrative of
any story or any part of it.”
Building systems in
screenwriting

In the second chapter of the book,
Mansour traces the location of

Architects of Dreams -

International dialogues in cinema

We read a book entitled "Architects
of Dreams - International Dialogues
in  Cinema,” collected and
translated by Saudi translator Radhi
Al-Namasi.

Hosts built with imagination
and light

Between the pages of his book,
Al-Namasi hosts dialogues with
international film directors, which
tell about creative journeys in the
unknown of the self, and delve into
the time of making films, and the
location and details of their filming,
to give the reader a view of the
path taken by the greats of telling
stories and drawing with light from
the beginning of their professional
career until the moment of

executing the dialogue.
Five icons in the world of

cinema
Al-Namasi opens his selected
dialogues with an interview

executed in 2019, with the Mexican
director Alejandro Ifarritu, the
contemporary psychologist, and
then moves to another Oscar-
winning director who filled the
cinema and filled the box office
with every new film he achieved,
which is the American director
Steven Spielberg, and as we
continue flipping the pages of the
book, we arrive with Al-Namasi
to the stop of the British director
and producer Samuel Mendes,
owner of "American Beauty” and
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Waiting for the whisper of
the wind

The writer begins his narration with
the letter in which he received the
news of lIrrfan's death, and then
begins a flashback, taking us through
the years in which this great star lived
since his first meeting with him. At
the end of the novel/biography, the
writer conveys to us the story of
receiving the news of his death, and
says: "And if that's really the case,

Sir, can't you come here for a while?
Come in any form, let the wind lift
the motes of dust from the ground,
to lend you form. You won't need the
wind to give you any words. A breath
that carries the tone of your voice is
enough for me. Strange how your
death has left me waiting." | waited,
| was fully convinced that a breeze
would sweep past me at any moment,
whispering to me: "Anup Sub.”

It is noteworthy that the translator
Hossam Alwan (1972) holds a master's
degree in cinematic studies, and
won the State Award for Creativity
in 1997. He taught cinema at the
American University in Cairo, and also
produced a number of Egyptian and
Arab independent films. Among his
publications is a collection of short
stories entitled "Single travel bag"

Plot pillars — the innate basis

for building a story

plot points with an innate basis
from the point of view of the most
famous story theorists, and the
structural systems commonly
used in screenwriting associated
with their names. He starts from
the innate basis of the plot of the
three chapters from Aristotle
to the structural model by the
writer Sid Field, and moves to the
innate basis of the hero's journey
- the mythological pattern in the
constructivist model of writer
Christopher Vogler, then the
innate basis of saving the cat in the
constructivist model of writer Blake
Snyder, bringing us to the innate
basis of narrative in the "OTT" era,

a wide range of Oscars, BAFTA
and other awards, and then we
returned to America in 2018 and
a dialogue with the American
director Richard Linklater, who
taught himself to direct and wrote
an almost unbelievable story
for aspiring filmmakers, and at
the end Al-Namasi takes us to
the worlds of American director
Steven Soderbergh, the owner of
the “Ocean” film series and many
international awards and critical
acclaim.

It is noteworthy that Radhi Al-
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which he indicates is a theory that
has not yet been completed.

It is noteworthy that Maher
Mansour is a Syrian engineer and
consultant expert in developing,
evaluating and analyzing dramatic
texts, providing critical studies,
market research, assessing viewing
trends, and the cultural context
of production. He is a drama and
cinematic developer and reviewer.
He has published many books,
including: “The King's Principle:
"The King Principle: Essential
Documents to Be a Better
Storyteller of Your Story” 2023.

Namasi is a Saudi blogger and
translator whose book “Inside
the Library..Out of the World" -
International Texts in Reading, was
published in 2016, The Penultimate
Stare: International  Dialogues
in Cinema about the Saudi Film
Festival 2023, and the Writing
Profession: What | Wished | Knew
at the Beginning of 2023.

It is also mentioned that the
Saudi Cinema Encyclopedia aims
to establish a regular program
to produce books in the Arabic
language, with the aim of elevating
the film industry from the circle
of non-professional writing, to
the level of professionalism and
depth of specialization, so that its
publications will be a pillar of the
infrastructure of the film industry
in Saudi Arabia, and this year's
publications will be issued by
"Culture Bridges for Publishing and
Distribution." Publishing House.
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